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R282154Z APR78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY lAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
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AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

USMISSION USNATO 

CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII 0203 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, ASEC 

SUBJECT:HUMPHREY-HUNG ESPIONAGE CASE 

REF: STATE 59284 

1. THE HUMPHREY-HUNG ESPIONAGE TRIAL BEGINS MAY 1. THE 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT EXPECTS THAT IT WILL LAST TWO OR THREE 
WEEKS AND THAT THE DEEENDANTS WILL APPEAL SHOULD THEY BE 
CONVICTED. 

2. IN ORDER TO ENHANCE THE PROSPECTS FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
PROSECUTION, IT NOW APPEARS THAT MOST IE NOT ALL OE THE 
DOCUMENTS WHICH THE GOVERNMENT ALLEGES HUMPHREY AND HUNG 
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE VIETNAMESE WILL HAVE TO BE DECLASSI- 
FIFD AND INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE. THIS COULD OCCUR AT ANY 
TIME AFTER THE TRIAL BEGINS, AND ALMOST CERTAINLY BEEORE 
MAY 5. IN ADDITION, ONCE THEY HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED INTO 
EVIDENCE, AN UNDETERMINED BUT SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OE DOCU- 
MENTS WILL BE THE SUBJECT OE TESTIMONY BY GOVERNMENT WIT- 
NESSES. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT HOW DETAILED THIS 
TESTIMONY WILL BE. ON SOME CABLES ALL NAMES AND SALIENT 
EACTS MAY EMERGE; ON OTHERS, THERE MAY BE ONLY A PASSING 
REFERENCE. DEEENSE ATTORNEYS, WHO ARE IN POSSESSION OE THE 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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DOCUMENTS UNDER A COURT-ISSUED PROTECTIVE ORDER, ALSO MAY 
CHOOSE TO ELICIT TESTIMONY ON EVIDENTIARY DOCUMENTS. 

3. DEPARTMENT WILL NOTIFY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS AS DOCUMENTS 
AEFECTING THEIR INTERESTS ARE DECLASSIFIED AND INTRODUCED 
INTO EVIDENCE. WITH ONE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION, WHICH IS SUB- 
JECT OE SEPARATE MESSAGE TO CONCERNED POST, THIS WILL BE 
ACCOMPLISHED BY CALLING IN REPRESENTATIVES OE EOREIGN 
EMBASSIES IN WAHSINGTON AND PROVIDING THEM WITH TEXTS OE 
RELEVANT PORTIONS OF EVIDENTIARY DOCUMENTS. DEPARTMENT 
WILL INEORM POSTS AS THIS OCCURS. 

4. POSTS MAY DRAW ON ABOVE IE APPROACHED BY HOST GOVERN- 
MENTS. SPECIFIC QUESTIONS FROM HOST GOVERNMENTS REGARDING 
EVIDENCE OR TRIAL PROCEDURES GOING BEYOND THAT INDICATED 
ABOVE SHOULD BE REEERRED TO DEPARTMENT. 

5. IE QUERIED BY PRESS, POSTS SHOULD DECLINE TO COMMENT ON 
GROUNDS THAT QUESTIONS INVOLVE AN ONGOING JUDICIAL PROCESS. 
VANCE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 109237 
ORIGIN SS-05 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 /006 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:TMART1N 
APPROVED BY:SXS-0:TMART1N 

032789 060406Z/11 

O 060345Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 109237 

FO 

STATE 109237 SENT ACTION BANGKOK BELGRADE BONN BRUSSELS 
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SINGAPORE TOKYO USUN VIENTIANE RANGOON WELLINGTON USNATO 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI APRIL 28, 1978 REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 
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SUBJECT:HUMPHREY-HUNG ESPIONAGE CASE 

REE: STATE 59284 

1. THE HUMPHREY-HUNG ESPIONAGE TRIAL BEGINS MAY 1. THE 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT EXPECTS THAT IT WILL LAST TWO OR THREE 
WEEKS AND THAT THE DEFENDANTS WILL APPEAL SHOULD THEY BE 
CONVICTED. 
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2. IN ORDER TO ENHANCE THE PROSPECTS EOR A SUCCESSEUL 
PROSECUTION, IT NOW APPEARS THAT MOST IF NOT ALL OF THE 
DOCUMENTS WHICH THE GOVERNMENT ALLEGES HUMPHREY AND HUNG 
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE VIETNAMESE WILL HAVE TO BE DECLASSI- 
FIED AND INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE. THIS COULD OCCUR AT ANY 
TIME AFTER THE TRIAL BEGINS, AND ALMOST CERTAINLY BEFORE 
MAY 5. IN ADDITION, ONCE THEY HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED INTO 
EVIDENCE, AN UNDETERMINED BUT SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF DOCU- 
MENTS WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF TESTIMONY BY GOVERNMENT WIT- 
NESSES. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT HOW DETAILED THIS 
TESTIMONY WILL BE. ON SOME CABLES ALL NAMES AND SALIENT 
FACTS MAY EMERGE; ON OTHERS, THERE MAY BE ONLY A PASSING 
REFERENCE. DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, WHO ARE IN POSSESSION OF THE 

DOCUMENTS UNDER A COURT-ISSUED PROTECTIVE ORDER, ALSO MAY 
CHOOSE TO ELICIT TESTIMONY ON EVIDENTIARY DOCUMENTS. 

3. DEPARTMENT WILL NOTIFY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS AS DOCUMENTS 
AFFECTING THEIR INTERESTS ARE DECLASSIFIED AND INTRODUCED 
INTO EVIDENCE. WITH ONE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION, WHICH IS SUB- 
JECT OF SEPARATE MESSAGE TO CONCERNED POST, THIS WILL BE 
ACCOMPLISHED BY CALLING IN REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN 
EMBASSIES IN WAHSINGTON AND PROVIDING THEM WITH TEXTS OF 
RELEVANT PORTIONS OF EVIDENTIARY DOCUMENTS. DEPARTMENT 
WILL INFORM POSTS AS THIS OCCURS. 

4. POSTS MAY DRAW ON ABOVE IF APPROACHED BY HOST GOVERN- 
MENTS. SPECIFIC QUESTIONS FROM HOST GOVERNMENTS REGARDING 
EVIDENCE OR TRIAL PROCEDURES GOING BEYOND THAT INDICATED 
ABOVE SHOULD BE REFERRED TO DEPARTMENT. 

5. IF QUERIED BY PRESS, POSTS SHOULD DECLINE TO COMMENT ON 
GROUNDS THAT QUESTIONS INVOLVE AN ONGOING JUDICIAL PROCESS. 
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